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They often lived in a separate quarter of the town in which
they had received formal permission to settle. The reason for
this was not compulsion,1 but a desire for close union and
companionship. In every case they formed on foreign soil what
was, so to speak, a cell in the Jewish organism, a petty state
with its own organization, administrative, financial, judicial
and religious. Subject to the general rules of the city, they yet
enjoyed certain privileges, necessitated by their special situation.
The Jewish community is known to us under a variety of
names,2 viz. the thiasos, the assembly, the synagogue, the people,
the body, the totality, etc., or, simply, the Jews or the Hebrews.
The term most in use in modern times is the synagogue, but
this was by no means the dominant one in antiquity.3 The
groups in question did not answer exactly to what the Gentiles
called colleges or thiasoi or eranoi. They were not modelled
upon those organizations, and were distinguished from them by
special features, Admission to them was by right of birth;
the non-Jew could never belong. In complexity of function
and life, far deeper than any which existed among the pagan
associations, they resembled a small city set in the midst of
another, rather than a college. Finally, since they were, legally,
part of the Jewish nation, they remained subject in matters of
law to the central Jewish authority.
Possibly, the different names by which these groups were
known correspond to differences in constitution which dis-
tinguished them from one another. Concerning these, however,
we have no information.4 Moreover, it is not these certain,
though elusive, differences so much as the common traits which,
taken together, give us a clear idea of the organization of these
colonies.
 (1)	The Jewish community was not controlled by a lex, or
specific   statute,  as  was  the  pagan  college, but  merely   by
administrative rules.   Not one of these has come down to us,
though we may safely assume that they were more elaborate
in the large communities than in the small.
 (2)	The community was of the democratic type.   Its mem-
bers formed an assembly, which elected its officials and which
tendered advice in all matters of importance, whether they
1	At Alexandria they lived in the Delta quarter, but not all of them
were settled there, being found also in almost every part of the city.
2	XLV13, i, 414 jf., gives a complete list of such terms :  noUre^^a,
ftoAnreta, ttarowaa, dlaaos, ZTgocrsup}, avvodoQ, avvaywyr}, ott^o, Iftvog, Aao'g,
universitas, corpus.
3	XLVII, i, 417, n. 3;  contra, Schiirer, DB, v, 100a (s.v. Diaspora).
4	All available knowledge on the subject is collected in XLVTL, i»
438-50.

